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Walklng along THE MITAKE OLD TRAIL
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& The Maitreya statue in Bangkok,
Thailand is Hotei Zenpukuji
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People’s memories are being used somewhere.
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Let’s discover things and events that have disappeared into history and make

history a science.
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Kissawa-suji of the Mitake Ancient Trail: Scientifically studying the historical traces and
facts that remain.
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Now we are witnessing the platform of time (a station in the history of time).

@ HFhE - LEETE(SNE) X, ESLTRAFHIBhE=EDESS

Why were the Mitake Kodo (old trail) Joudou and Gedou(Gedou : outer trail) named?

15 5B D= MITAKE-KODOH-NO KAl =#% (Mr saigusa) : 090-2240-4851 mailto:mitakekodou@gmail.com
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When did the Mitake Kodo (J@hd@u) (Gedou) and(@edoh;The other road)get their names?
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| have always wondered why the Upper and Lower (Outer)

' Roads of the Mltake Ancient Trail were named as they are,

> and | have always wondered what is called up and down

nd outside, but | have walked the trail for years without
iving it any thought.
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The upper path(joudou) starts from the remains of the first
torii gate in Klttsawa, passes through Goryohimemiya Shrine,
and goes up the ridge to the border between Kamezawa
nd Kittsawa (yellow line in the left image).

AIso the Iower trail (red line in the left dlagram) that
% ascends the stream intersects with the outer trail, and from
here heads north as a single trail (an outer trail?).
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The idea to follow this path began when my
friends and | heard a request from the late Hosoda
Kazuhiro, former head of Kanazakura Shrine.
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Takahashi Eisai, the head priest of Joshetsuji Temple
in Kai City, pleaded with us to see if there was any way
to restore the Mitake Old Path.
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It's already been 14 years since | was invited to the Mitake
It was Taishi Saegusa, the current chairman of the Town Kanazakura Shrine parishioners’ meeting on April 25,

Ontake Kodo Association, who introduced these two (17

men to Professor Kitamura, Professor Inada, Ms. Sato, BRI TIE W LZD
and me on March 27, 2017. ROEZY BEEEHLE BE
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We will see the Kanazakura Shrine village shrine and shrine records and history
books that remain as materials for the compilation of the Kaikokushi.
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In the Kaikokushi, there is a poem that reads, “The waters of Kaihami are distributed throughout
the public, but It's from the Golden Peak.”
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Originally, the people’s livelihood was based on the natural blessings of the Arakawa and
Chikuma rivers, which flow from the source of water that flows from the Kaihami at ‘Gozouiwa
Rock’ on the summit of Mt. Kinpu.
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The statue of the rock has also been worshipped as Zao Gongen (an incarnation of Maitreya
Bodhisattva) as a refuge from natural disasters such as earthquakes and typhoons, floods, and
epidemics.
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In the “Kanazakura Shrine Main Shrine Mitakesan Satomiya Shrine Chronicles” and the “Cc
Miroku-ji Temple existed within the grounds of Kanazakura Shrine until October 1806 (Bunka :
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The description of the Offering of water is as follows:
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It says, “This is truly pure water found underground aft
Miroku-ji Temple, but if an unclean person draws from it,
it immediately becomes muddy. The water flowing in the
water basin in front of the bench cleanses the hands and

mouths of those who come to worship.”
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There is also a note about water offerings.
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This shows that the text was proofread to ensure there

were no errors in facts or expressions in order to be passed
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Offering water

on to future generations.
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The incarnation of Maitreya r
water that flows from the Kaih
Gongen Rock on Mt. Kinpu ne
and the offering water that flo
Kanazakura Shrine and Miroku T

to offer to the gods and Buddt
people, and irrigate the earth.
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ontinued Origins Book” dated October 1806 (Hosoda family documents), it is stated that
3 Hinoe-Tora), and this remains a record of the syncretism of Shinto and Buddhism.
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It reads, “Three copies, black seal, Asano Sakyodayu, dated December 1594 (4th
year of Bunroku).”
This paragraph was added later, and the original copy is in the possession of
Miroku-ji Temple.
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This Asano Sakyodayu was Asano Yoshinaga, the nephew of Toyotomi
# | Hideyoshi's wife Nene-dono, and he was appointed as the chancellor of Kofu
| [ Castle together with his father Asano Nagamasa in the early stages of its
construction.
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The diagram below shows Miroku-ji Temple and Kinzakura Shrine, including
__| | the head priest Naito lzumo...
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Where was the now-defunct Mirokuji Temple located and when did it last exist?
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According to the 285th report on the detailed distribution of mountain worship sites in Yamanashi
Prefecture (see pages 151-152 of the Yamanashi Prefectural Board of Education, March 2012),
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Within the grounds of Kanazakura Shrine there are six temples, including Miroku-ji Temple (Tsuchinobo),
which is based on Shugendo, and it is said that the shrine priests, priests, and shrine attendants made |
up three groups, with the Buddhist hall space to the east being Miroku-ji Temple. ;.
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The Chugu Shrine, which burned down in 1955, was built in the Muromachi period and was significantly restored in the mid-Edo period, the Togu Shrine was built in the Muromachi period and is a
Buddhist temple-style structure with an Edo period altar in the inner sanctuary, and the Kaqura Hall was rebuilt in 1854. The Niomon Gate, Togu Shrine (Miroku Hall), and bell tower are focated on the

north-south axis on the east side of the temple grounds, while the Zuishinmon Gate, Ka

ura Hall, government office, and Satomiya main shrineare located on the north-south axis on the west side, with

the Niomon Gate and Zuishinmon Gate lined up east-west, adopting an axial structure tﬁat combines Shinto and Buddhism, with the Buddhist temple space to the east and the shrine space to the west.
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According to the above record, a temple was established in 1558 in the grounds

of the temple, known as “Kobo-do,” where Kukai is said to have stayed, and it
became “Miroku-ji Temple” during the Keicho era (1596-1615).
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During the Kyoho era (1716-1735), the head priest’s family obtained a Shinto
license from the Yoshida and Shirakawa families and rapidly converted to
Shinto. As a result, the priests gradually disappeared, and by around 1846,
the temple was uninhabited, with the temple buildings of Miroku-ji Temple
severely damaged and falling into disrepair.
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During the subsequent anti-Buddhist movement, all of the Buddhist statues
and implements from Miroku-ji Temple were collected and burned, and even

the ceilings, wooden doors, shoji screens, wooden flooring, gate walls, and
stone paving were sold off.
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According to the Kaikokushi, June 15th was the first day of the traditional
mountain climbing ritual, and is associated with the auspicious event that En
no Gyoja founded the mountain on the 16th of Minazuki (June), but the details
of the ascetic practices are unknown.
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It is also said that a Haji ware plate with the ink inscription “earth” from the
first half of the 10th century was collected within the shrine grounds (Umehara
and O6kano 1994).
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In 1559,

after the Third Battle of Kawanakajima,
Takeda Shingen became a monk and
took the name “Tokueiken Shingen.”
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In the same year,

the Eiroku famine occurred.

This was the time when Kai Province
was hit by a large-scale flood.
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This suggests that Shingen also prayed
for Maitreya’s salvation, or that he
declared himself to be Maitreya and
saw beyond that.
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How has Maitreya been worshipped after Shakyamuni?
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It is said that when the world comes to an end, Maitreya will appear in the world 5.67 billion years from now
to save the people. Unable to wait any longer, Zao Gongen appeared as an incarnation of Maitreya. The idea
of salvation is similar to the salvation through the resurrection of Christ, but in the Buddhist world it is a rare
idea of messianism (a worldview that looks forward to the arrival of a new world order brought about by the
eschatological salvation of a savior), and this idea became established as Maitreya faith. It is said that Maitreya

Bodhisattva saved troubled sentient beings (the people), and they came to share a kind of utopian concept.
*From Miroku, by Miyata Noboru, page 42, The Origins of Maitreya Faith
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Faith in Maitreya can be divided into two types: one is the hope of being reborn under Maitreya Bodhisattva in Tushita
Heaven after death, and the other is the “Faith in Maitreya’s Ascension,” which hopes to encounter Tushita Heaven in this life
through training and meditation (meditation to eliminate distractions and reach an absolute state).

This led to two forms of faith: the “Faith in the Resurrection of Maitreya,” which involves hoping to listen to Maitreya’s

sermons and attain enlightenment when he descends from Tushita Heaven and becomes a Buddha in the distant future;
Crossroads of civilizations: The sun god of the Bamiyan Buddhas and Maitreya faith from Gandhara to Japan
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Now, let’s get to the main topic: why are they named Kamimichi and Shimomichi (Ged;Sotomiti)?
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Enjoji Temple, located in Kissawa near the first torii gate of Mitake Shugendo, is a Tendai sect temple, and the current Nichiren sect
Josetsuji temple has an explanation of its founder. According to it, it was founded in 823 (Konin 14) as a Tendai sect temple by Eicho, a
disciple of Saicho, a high priest of the Heian period, and was a base for worship of Mount Mitake Kinpu.

During the Bun'ei era (around 1270), Nichiren stayed overnight there and converted to Nichiren Buddhism, and the temple took on its
current name, Juntokuin Josetsuji.
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Let’s dig deeper into what Enjoji Temple and Josetsuji Temple have in common. Tendai Buddhism was once called Tendai Hokke Buddhism, and
“its fundamental scripture is the Lotus Sutra.”

Saicho, the founder of Tendai Buddhism, wished for faith in the long-awaited rebirth of Maitreya, saying, “The three spacious worlds are filled with
suffering and no peace, and the four daunting lives are filled with affliction and no comfort.

The day of Shakyamuni has long been hidden, and the moon of Maitreya has yet to shine.”
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Nichiren declared, “I base my teachings on the Lotus Sutra,” and in 1253 (Kencho 5), at the age of three, he declared the
founding of a new sect, preaching teachings centered on the Lotus Sutra, and took the name Nichiren. Nichiren's missionary
activities as a messianic priest who would save the ﬁoor, including his prediction of the Mongol invasion, likely reflect his belief
in the rebirth of Maitreya, a posture of waiting for the arrival of Maitreya.
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| began to want to trace the scenery of the Kamakura period.
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Now, let'siget to/the mainitopic: why: are they named Kamimichi'and'Shimomichi (Ged;Sotomiti)?
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TheI former Rakan-ji Temple, which leads to the current Shimomichi (Gedd) Senda settlement, was originally a Shingon Buddhist temple, but is now a Soto Zen
te
TE kii, the founder of Shingon Esoteric Buddhism, expressed his belief in the “Sankyo Shiiki” (a playful comparison of Confucianism, Taoism,
and Buddhism, with Buddhism being the highest), stating that Maitreya Bodhisattva, who had received Shakyamuni’s seal, would soon appear in
this world, and that he too must prepare for his arrival. Judging from his lines such as “I prepare for my journey, and hurried day and night on the
path to Tushita Heaven,” it is suggested that Kukai personally intended to be reborn in Miroku Upper Heaven, or in Miroku Tushita Heaven, rather
than in Miroku Lower Heaven, However, the belief that Kukai entered Nirvana at Mount Koya later became established. In other words, the belief
that Kukai entered Nirvana, or became a mummified body, is the belief that he entered Nirvana. Mummification in samadhi is a kind of suicide,
but it was believed that it would allow the person to remain alive until the birth of Maitreya. As religious organizations were established in the

Middle Ages and the so-called founder faith developed, belief in Kobo Daishi’s samadhi (belief in eternal meditation) became very widespread.
*From Miyata Noboru: Miroku, Chapter 3: Kukal and Maltreya in Comparative Religion, p. 84
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Continuing from the previous page, according to the genealogy of temples related to the Upper and Lower ( ) paths of the Mitake Ancient Path, they are
divided into Miroku Gesho and Miroku Josho. The Upper and Lower ( ) paths intersect at and from there, via the first torii gate, one continues
towards Kanazakura Shrine and Miroku Temple.

The question in the countryside as to whether the Maitreya Sutra of Upper Birth and the Upper Path, and the Maitreya Sutra of Lower Birth and the Lower Path
are consistent, seems to me at this point to the idea that the superiority and inferiority of the political power structure have been reversed or changed conveniently
due to changes in religious views over time, natural disasters, epidemics, famines, etc.
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Before the description of the Oishi Torii, which was destroyed and crumbled under thorns in 1804, Asano Sakyo-no-taifu (Asano Yosinaga: the prime minister
in the early stages of the construction of Kofu Castle) of the Keicho period (1596-) wrote that cherry trees were transplanted to and it is speculated
that at that time the first torii gate was located at the top of what is now the ropeway, and that entering the barrier from there was the correct path towards
Kanazakura Shrine, and that heading south from there was called
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It is thought that due to the battle for possession of the territory over the water, ores, and other treasures that flow from Mt. Kinpu, the rulers of the territory at
the time (Takeda, Hojo, Toyotomi, Tokugawa) changed the name of the faith (Johdou and Gedou) to another path, which they called Gedo, an outside path, and
then used the first torii gate of that era as a barrier, turning the area within it into the correct path.
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However, on the Mitake Old Trail and Kittsawasuji, the area is still called Johdo, with the ridge trail being called Johdou, and the valley trail from Josetuji Temple
being called Gedou.
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The path of faith up to this point has been the trajectory of the path of Shinbutsu Shugo, in which gods and Buddhas have been fused together, and the form of
faith has changed due to the religious world of the time (the spread of the idea of the end of the law) and changes in the political power structure, but | would like
to ask those involved to explain in the latter part whether they have been able to come closer to the true reality through the Maitreya Sutra of Upper Birth and the
Upper Path, and the Maitreya Sutra of/Lower Birthiand the Lower Path
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