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Walking along THE MITAKE OLD TRAIL
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People’s memories are being used somewhere.

EEDOHRISEATLE KT/ - A ERDIFHL, BEERNELL S,
Let's discover things and events that have disappeared into history and make history a science.
O HB L ENTRE - BESN-FEHRDEMELEERFTS.

Kissawa-suji of the Mitake Ancient Trail: Scientifically studying the historical traces and
facts that remain.
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Now we are witnessing the platform of time (a station in the history of time).
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Conducting a “secondary survey of the location” of the Goryo Ferry Pier. From Hirase across the Arakawa

River to Yoshizawa Sakuramoto. Observation Part 1 20250127 Sakamoto, Akiyama, Kitamura, Kubota

s E D= MITAKE-KODOH-NO- KAl =#% (Mr saigusa) : 090-2240-4851 mailto:mitakekodou@gmail.com
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Conducting a “secondary survey of the location” of the Goryo Ferry. Crossing the Arakawa River from Hirase to
Yoshizawa Sakuramoto. 20250127 Sakamoto, Akiyama, Kitamura, Kubota
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"From Katayama in Hirase to the ferry terminal of the spirits[goryoh-watasigalin history on Old yamanashi[Kaikokushi]”
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The Kissawa trail begins north of Kofu, in the shadow of Katayama in Hirase. (It once spanned the Arakawa
River, and below this point is the place known as Goryo-no-Watashiba. After crossing the river, one ascends
from Goryo-daira in Kittsawa. The Oishi Kahyo “torii” gate is now broken and crumbling in the bushes.) The
true trail follows the ridge path that overcomes the high and steep sections of Gedo-zaka and Hachioji-mine
leading to Yoshizawa. The section from the single cherry tree to the Daiichi Kahyo “torii” gate is called Big gate
of cherry blossoms[Sakura Daimon], and the distance between these two is 20 cho (2,182 m).
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Secondary exploration of place. Wan/01/2025)

Memory, experience, historical writing, fishing, ecology, landscape civil engineering, bridge construction, intuition.
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From a pickle shop along the Shosenkyo Prefectural Road on the left bank of the Arakawa River, | walked upstream along the
prefectural road and then downstream along the bank for a few minutes.
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A pagoda lies on the left hand side, just as in the first investigation.
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| wonder how people used to cross these rough rapids in the past.
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Did,the Jarge stone on which the pagoda sits fall
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%o @ The pagoda is on top of a large stone, with a rough @ Part of the pagoda was reused as a stone wall

@ The sight of Katayama (Katayama) looking back from ’
the Hokyoin Pagoda makes you want to clasp your hands stone wall in the background and a stone wall at the for the fields.
and pray for a safe journey ahead. same level as the prefectural road one level above.
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Consideration of the Passing of the Spirits (goryou no watasi) - Part 1

IWEKRFREHIE - THEBE NE— + AREE (—88M=)

Professor Emeritus of Yamanashi University, Doctor of Engineering, Shinichi Kitamura + Kaname Kubota (with some additions)
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Where was the ferry landing? Consider the following:
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7 DS, ) left, we have tried to scientifically explain how
S M S rivers change due to physical factors such as
. erosion, sedimentation, and changes in their
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It is known that Goryo Ferry was located near the confluence of the Arakawa and
Kamezawa Rivers.
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Identify the location of a reasonable ferry crossing the river from Yamamiya to Goryohime
Shrine in Yoshizawa.
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A reasonable location is one that is close to the narrow part of Yamamiya and Himemiya,
and where the water flow is stable.
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At the place where the elder guided me, there was a rapids where several Hokyoin
pagodas (pagodas representing wishes for happiness in the afterlife) lay, and | crossed the flat
rapids to Sakuramoto. (Added by Kubota Kaname)
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m Considerations on the rational location for crossing rivers - Part 1see geological map on page 7
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1-The Arakawa River has eroded the granite area, forming a meandering valley that extends all the way to
Teradaira, and downstream of this, Katayama, made of erupted andesite, has eroded on the left bank, while on the
right bank, the ridge of Kurofuji (at Joudoh) is covered with quaternary pyroclastic flows.
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2-Then, near Yoshizawa, the riverbed slope becomes slightly gentler, and the sediment that has accumulated on
the riverbed is eroded again, forming river terraces.
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3-The Kamezawa River erodes a valley filled with pyroclastic flows from several eruptions of Kurofuji, and joins
the Arakawa River around Ushiku. &
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4-After passing through the narrow area between the pyroclastic flow land of Shikishima
and Katayama, where the two rivers meet, the Arakawa River forms a fan-shaped plain that
spreads out into the Kofu Basin.
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5-In other words, it is an intermediate zone where mountain rivers change into alluvial
fan rivers, and it is a river with great fluctuations where erosion and deposition are repeated

and the course of the river changes due to frequent flooding. M
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m Considerations on the rational location for crossing rivers - Part 15ee geological map on page 7
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6-Generally, rivers meander with continuous changes in flow, with rapids and shallow pools, but in this area

the course changes with every flood. )
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7-However, if there is a solid bedrock where the river hits, erosion will not occur and

a relatively stable pool will form, and from there the river will start to meander upstream
and downstream, creating a sandbar.
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8- Around Ushiku, it is thought that the river channel of the Arakawa River
meandered throufgh a narrow, gravelly riverbed due to the restrictions imposed by the
narrow sections of Katayama and Shikishima Hills and the influence of whirlpools caused
by the confluence of the Kamezawa River and the Arakawa River. ;
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9-Therefore, it is thought that when the Arakawa River floods, it meanders at a long
wavelength, collides with Katayama, and forms a pool, and when it returns to normal, it
meanders at a short wavelength in the upstream and downstream directions, centered
on the “remaining pool.”

10- LTeHh 2 ¢ HKDEITHAEREAD ERAITHNELBHL TV ED L
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10-Therefore, it is thought that the pool moved slightly upstream of the
confluence each time there was flooding (Figure 1).

6




ANERESEENGUE Z8-ZOD]

- Considerations on the rational location for crossing rivers - Part 1
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Figure 1: Geology of the Arakawa and Kamezawa River basins (1:50,000 Geological Map by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan)
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*Dark green Katayama andesite, light brown black Fuji pyroclastic flow, white and light blue river sediments (gravel)
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- Considerations on the rational location for crossing rivers-  Part 1
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« Among the pools that have formed, it is considered reasonable to use the pool that is formed in a relatively
stable position where it hits Katayama as the river crossing point.
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- Because ferryboats are affected by the depth and speed of the water, it is advantageous to set up a riverbank at the edge
of a deep pool. However, as sand and gravel accumulate on the opposite bank of the deep pool, it becomes shallow, but is still
possible to use it as a dock. Therefore, setting up a riverbank at the edge of the Arakawa River on the left bank, a little upstream
from the confluence of the Kamezawa River and the Arakawa River, and crossing to the opposite bank from there is considered
to be a reasonable location on the route of the Ontake Road, which runs from Kofu to Kanazakura Shrine via Kamimichi or
Shimomichi (Outer Road). However, it is possible that the position of the deep pool moved upstream or downstream with each
flood. It is historically known that ferryboats have moved due to changes in the position of river channels throughout Japan.
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- Geologically, there is andesite on both banks of the Arakawa River (Figure 1). From this shape, it is speculated
that there is andesite bedrock in the riverbed, which dates back to the Quaternary Period, 2.5 million years ago
to approximately 10,000 years ago. It is speculated that there may have been a waterfall here around the time
Katayama erupted, but what do you think? Geologists speculate that the Arakawa River also once flowed above the

Kamezawa River, but that the lava flow from the eruption of Kurofuji caused it to move above the current Arakawa
River course.
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« Further investigation is needed to determine whether a bridge was built over Goryo-no-Watashi, and if so,

whether this location was optimal. Because it is a confluence, the water flow is highly turbulent, and the deep water

at the edge of the river poses a high risk of erosion of the bridge piers. It will be necessary to examine the exact
location where Sakurabashi Bridge was built afterward.
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