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Walking along THE MITAKE OLD TRAIL
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People’s memories are being used somewhere.
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Let’s discover things and events that have disappeared into history and make

history a science.
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Kissawa-suji of the Mitake Ancient Trail: Scientifically studying the historical traces
and facts that remain.
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Now we are witnessing the platform of time (a station in the history of time).
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Goryo—no-Watashiba =~ Johdoh—-mine Entrance Workshop 20241018

& D= MITAKE-KODOH-NO KAl =#% (Mr saigusa) : 090-2240-4851 mailto:mitakekodou@gmail.com
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Now, witness the Platform of Time (the station of time history).
» Goryo no Watashiba ~ Jodoml‘_ne Entrance - Workshop Mitake Kodo Association 2024101 8
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Design Survey 20240406: The “Goryo-no-Watashi” (Way of the Spirit) is Here on the Kittsawa-suji Mitake Old Path.
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It was during the budding season that we set out to search for the
location of the ferry crossing for the spirits, accompanied by Takahashi
Eisai, the head priest of the permanent temple.

We walked down the prefectural road on the left bank of the Arakawa
River to the riverbed, found an old road, and found a collapsed shrine
under an old, unpaved stone wall.
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There are two or three pagodas lying around.

Did it wash up here, or did it collapse due to a flood or earthquake?

We thought this was a mysterious place, perhaps a grave of someone
from long ago, or a place where prayers are offered to the grave of a
person from their lifetime.
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s the ferry crossing for the spirits around here?
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From there, we moved a few dozen meters upstream along the left bank of the Arakawa River, and

if there was a ferry crossing, we estimated how easy it would be to cross, the current of the river, and
the distance to the other side, and we all agreed that it might be around here.
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This time, | crossed to the right bank of the Arakawa River and, while measuring its position in
relation to the left bank, came across the place where the old road was almost broken and where it
seemed to flow into the Arakawa River.
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It seemed as if the place had once been in the riverbed, but now it had returned to its natural state,
with bamboo groves and reeds thriving.
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So we thought that this was the place where we had crossed onto the Kittsawa side of the Goryo
Ferry.
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This is a place where Shinto and Buddhism are syncretized, and where the former Enjoji Temple,
which preceded Josheji Temple, is said to have been located.
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The first torii gate has been relocated and restored within Shikishima General Park
in Kai City so that it can be worshipped from afar in the direction of Mount Kinpu.
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After crossing the Goryo Ferry, we went to the location of the first torii gate (Kahyo), which is said to
have existed until the Kamakura period, and confirmed that this was the location of the remains of a
torii gate that had collapsed during the Edo period.
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Spotting Mount Kinpu in the distance between the clouds, | realized that this was the place where
Enjoji Temple, which preceded Josetsuji Temple, was said to have been located, and | began to
wonder if there may have been a shrine here during the period when Shinto and Buddhism were
syncretized.
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This river basin, which has been eroded by the Arakawa River, is located on a higher level at
Kittsawa, which skirts Katayama in Hirase, Kofu, to the left, and then suddenly opens up a little way

past it, creating a vista (a scenic spot with a good view) from which to view Mt. Kinpu, so it is natural
to assume that important buildings were constructed there.
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This is where you reach the top of Goryodai from Goryo Ferry!.
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We crossed the Goryo Ferry, passed under the first torii gate, and continued on to find the
location of the place where we ascended along the Kissawa ridge to Goryohimenomiya, on

the Kissawa-suji road to Mt.KInpou.
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We searched for how to get up to the unfinished part of the new road where cherry trees
were planted (March 18, 2018, participated in Kai City roadside tree planting), where the traces
were, and where Goryohime Shrine was located. ‘
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Now, as we observed the layered memories of the new development trajectory using our
own standards and intuitions, we all agreed that the sudden drop where the cherry trees
ended and what appeared to be traces of a road (where the guardrail was broken) were

suspicious.
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A workshop to find the Goryo Ferry and Goryo
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Kissawa-suji, Ontake Old Path, Kaikokushi, 1814 (Bunka 11) From the Bunka-Bunsei period onwards, the large
stone eaves had already been damaged and it is no longer called the first torii gate.
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The Kittsawa Trail begins north of the prefecture (Fuchu = Kofu), at buyond the Katayama in Hirase, at a
bridge (spanning the Arakawa River). Below this, cross the river at a place called Goryo Watashiba, and begin
climbing from Goryo-daira in Kittsawa.
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The correct path crosses the Oishi Kahyoh Torii (a dilapidated and ruined torii gate that now stands among
the thorns), overcomes steep terrain such as Gedo-zaka and Hachioji-mine (described later) to reach Kittsawa
village, and follows the mountain path.
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The section from the single cherry tree to the first flower-growing gate is called Sakura Daimon. This distance
is about 20 cho (2.2 km), and several hundred old cherry trees narrow the road. Among them, the one with a
circumference of about four feet (2.4 m) is called Asahi Sakura.

@ X, —FHEOESICTE [6m] EHY. TOEDLEICEN—KME [KIF] ThIEIEE
EEHVBIC, PLTTFELEWVD ECEDEICHRDA ]
Also, next to the single cherry tree there is a rock 6 meters high. If you climb to the top of this rock and call out
loudly, you will hear thitae reSpensas, so the characters are written as “Three Voices Return” (in the notes of the
Wen Xuan, “A mysterious valley...").
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